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'/ NO MATTER WHAT YOU HEAR, IT IS ABSOLUTELY UNTRUE THAT SECRETARY BAKER HAD A BET DOWN
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BASEBALL MAKES FINAL STAND TODAY

WHEN COMMISSION FILES STATEMENT

By LOUIS A. DOUGHER.
Becretary Baker Is expected to
make his official declsions late today
in the case of the appeal of orgunizsd
baseball against his rescnt rullng
that threatens to disrupt the national
game The National Commisslon,
ocompossd of August Herrmamn, chair
man, of Clacinnati; Ban B. Johnson,

Naficoal League, presented its brief
today to Provost Marshal Geaeral
Crowdar, who was thea to lay the
matter before the Sscretary of War.
Firmly convinesd that the Govers-

menii will Agree with Dieir «ida of
the argument the two leaguea are
Bow preparing to go om at lesst for
the remalmder of the 1718 scason. As
fast aa players sre orderad to take
up other “more sssantial work™ by
their, local draft boards, the big
lsagus| clubs will .sirn up- men not
affected “by the drsft megudations. In]
this way they hépe 16 éomplete the
1818 ocampaigns, even staging &

werld's perics.
The principal !mmediats @ificulty
facing the major league clube ls to

ksap their players in line. Realizing
thitr epportunity, the managers of
the Bteel League clobs and of the
shipyard teams are bombasiing the
stars of the profession with offera
George Mogridge, of the Yankees,
BuipbuiMing Company and did nol ac-
epted an offer from the Standard
Shipbuilding company and did not ac-
emmpany Huggins' team Waest

Babde Euth, the great Red Sox slug-
g=; George Blsler, the Browns' firat
basesnan; Walter Johnson, the Griff-
men's grest Burler; Frank Gilhooley,
the Yankees' outfleider: Joo Judge,
the Griffmen's first baseman; and Ty
Cobb, the Tigers' peerless outflelder,
hawe all recsived offers of joba whaers,
with examption from Immedizte mill-
tary sporvice, they can play all the
bassball they wish

Meanwhila, the big leagun clubs are
signing up veterans let loose by Lhe
dsbsnding of the minor leagues of
the country. Babe Adams, star of the
Pittsdburgh-Tigere world's serfes of
years ago, bas rigned a contract with
bis old club, the Pirstex. Hs  -was
with the American Association, which
closed !ta gates Saturday.

Art Griggs, anolber weteran, has

. Joimed the Tigers. He is well above
the draft age. Practically evary
mmjor league club s pursuing the
axze course. laying lines for keeping
s tehm om the feld, at least for the
continnation of the 1918 seascon.

Future [s Gloomy.

I Che draft ages are changed no
as to summon to the colors all men
betwean the ages of ninetsen and
forty. and Eecretary Baker's *“work
or fight™ order is extended to them,
it will b= impossible for organized
bastball to continue for the duration
of the war. It will bs peceasary then
for the leagues to closs thelr gates
untfl guch iime as resumption of the
satiopa] game ls found necessary or
practicable

Professional soccer players were
struck a similar blow by “the Eritish
govarnment shortly after the war be-
gan, but It was found that the Eng-
Hsh people demandel some outdoor
recreation If they would Keep up thelr
morale In war time, and the soccer
players wers parmitisd to get into
attion again. Today large crowds
swarm to the games played for the
English championahips. The promo
ters of the games report even larger
attendances than before the war,

Canads followed the example sel
&y the mother country, mpcut;::
all sports But the Canadians fou
it absolutely neceasary to resume
them and today the Toromto club of
the Intermationsl League atlracts
the same old erowds whenever the
game is worth It

Ban Meets Johm K.
The moeoting of Byron Bancroft

Johnson aad John K. Tener today in

Secretary Baker Offers to
Help in Matter

in preparing the ruling.
tions would not disorgamize the

In announcing he would review the case “on basis of facts to be
submittad by representatives of the industry,” Secretary Baker indi-
eated General Crowder, provost marshal, and himself had been foreed
to rely almost entirely on their own knowledge of baseball conditions

“] stated in my ruling the number of men affected by the regula-

“Now I am informed the ruling virtually will ruin the business. These
snd other facts, which were not submitted to me before, are to be given
to General Crowder today by representatives of the leading elubs. I
will confer with General Crowder and, after reviewing the facts set
forth in the brief these men are to file, I will see what is to be done.”

industry,” said Secretary Baker.

the offices of Benjamin 8. Miner,
president of ths Washington club,
proved a tame affair. Ehouting the
most bombastic and sarcastic things
at sach other for the past year, and
aspecially within the past three
wetks as a result of the Bcotlt Perry
case, [t would not hava been surpris-
ing had they declined to speak. But
it was differsnt

Ban Johnson was reading the brief
to be filed with General Crowder
when Tener entered the office

“Good moruing, Ban" sald the
National League president, smiling
in the same old way.

“Good morning, governor,” replied
Ban, psering over his gilasses

Then Ban turoed back Lo the brief

Clark
dynamits. No

and Governor Tenar grested
Griffith.

No fireworks. No
TNT. No pawthin'.
Offer No Arguments
The plans of the national commis-
elon called for merely the fillng of
& brief embodying the entire case
of organized baseball Jt was not
intended to offer any further argu-
ments, though the members of the
commission stood ready to answer
any guestions suggested to General
Crowder by a reading of the brief.
In addition to the members of the
commission, Ben Minor apd Clark
Griftith, of the Washington club,
and Harry Hempstead, president of
the New York National Leagues club,
were to call upon General Crowder.

TOM FORTUNE WILL FLY
AT CAMP DICK, TEXAS

Thomas F. Fortuns, who managed
the crack Georgetown basketball
fives of 1913-1913 and 1913-1914, when
they played thelr games at the Ar-
cade, Is todey o0 his way to Camp
Dleck, Dallas, Tex, to become an
aviator.

Fortune graduated from the tralp-
ing school for birdmen at Princeton,
N. J, Baturday and left yesterday
for Texas. He was In the real ss-
tate business here after finishing his
studien at Georgetown Law School,
and is well known in the Capital

OSCAR VITT EXPECTS
TO RECOVER IN TIME

DETROTT. July 24 —Owcar Vitt, the
Tigers’ thirdmcker, expects to re-
cover the use of a broken thumb In
time, but he has little regard left
for a cortaln phyaician.

When Oscar stopped a liner with
his thumb, be visited a physlcian
who said It was spralned He fast-
entd a heavy bandage on the bum
thumb. Oscar suffered for a day or
80 and then visited another physician,
whn found that the thumb was frac-
tured.

Now the thumb s im splints and
mending.

HE'S NOW A YEOMAN.

Catcher Walter J, Trageasor, of the

Boston Hraves, has enlisted In the
United States navy as & yeoman. He
is stationed at Newport Newsa Tra-

gessar was formerly first baseman
ofd the Perdue University team and
has been engaged In professional
baseball for six yoars. After the con-
wcription law took effect he was re-
Jected because of s crippled fnger,
but was later re-examined and given

a deferred classification om the
grounds of dependancy.
CARDINALS WIN.
The Cardinals defeatsed the ML

Pleasants by 15 to 0 when Paul Gar-
ber held the northwest lads to three
scattered hita,. The game waa play-
ed on the Monument Grounds yea-
terday.

JUAREZ TRACK RAISES
WHEAT FOR MEXICANS

JUAREZ Mexico, July 24—The
half-million dollar racing plant whirh
was built here nine years ago by Matt
J. Wian. of Loulsville, Ky. and rev-|
eral offrr Influential American turf.
men I now simply a monument
to & one-time successful sporting en-

terprise,

Although ths big plant Is kept In
repair for Mexican flesta and hollday
colabrations, the entire inflsld is plant-
od to whest by Mexican laborars, who
now use the big pumps that supplied|
the stables and other bulldings with|
water in former years simply to lrri
gate tho sall they till

When the Mexican revolution start-
ed racing was Interrupted and finally|
abandoned on mcoount of the Ilublllt‘r!
of the track patrons and others Inter|
ested to obtain passports from the
American side

GRIFFMEN ARE ON WAY
T0 BATTLE BROWNIES

The Griffmen are due to arriva in
St Louls late today and will open
thelr second series with the Brownles
tomorrow. Capl. George McBride was
In charge of the party which left
Union Station at 4:50 o'clock,

The entire squad departsd with the
single axcaption of Stanley Roose,
partner in Mique Martin's famous dia-
logues. Reess has bren given his ten
days’ notice of release.

YANKEE JUNIORS WIN.

The Yankee Junlors won a 12 to
11 game from the Rhode Island team
yesterday, Willlam Barion 407 1
street northwest, is manager, and
wants games for the Yankesa

DEPARTMENTAL PLAYS.

Departmeantal Tennls League play-
ers are scheduled to engage on the
Princeton courta today. Treasury
and laterior meel

KEENE A LIEUTENANT.

SYRACUSE, N. Y, July 24—Tom
Keene, track coach at Byracuse Uni-
versity, has recelved a comminsion as

These two managers of big leagus
teams say they can provide New
York with baseball, even if the two
big leagues do decide to quit. They
wlil grab off all major leaguers not
affected by the “work ‘or fight”
order and play daily at the. Polo
Grounds. On the top is Joha
“Muggsy” MeGraw, and on the bot-
tom Miller Huggins.

AMERICAN LEAGUE.

W LPrt WL
Boston....... M 0| ALlovis.... &6 .68
Clovaland.... W43 58 Chi . L
New York... 4 0 43| Philadaiphie 2 & .04
Washington, 4741 534 |Detroft....... X8 .09

Yesterday's Games,

New York, 4; B Leuia 1
Where They Play Teday.
No games scheduled

NATIONAL LEAGUE.
wLPe WL Pt

Chienge. ... B3 8 Ciectematt.. 7
Naw Tork .. (112 &M Boston._ ..
Pittsburgh.., 39 .lIiBrunhl.m-.

55

ney
Eags

Da .mi

Yesterdary's Gamen
Breaklyn, §: Pittsburgh L
Where They Play Todarn
Pittaburgh at Brosklys,
Cincinnat! st Boston
Chicago at. Phiiluselphia.

ARCHER GETS A JOB.

NEW TYORK. July 24—Jimmy Ar-
cher, the vetaran catcher recently re-
leased unconditionally by the Pitis-
burgh Plratea, has caught om with
the Brooklyn Dodgers.

ERICKSON IN ARMY.

CAMFP DIX, Wrightstown, N J.,
July 24.—Eric Erickson, for the past
two years a plicher on the Detroit
American League club, has arrived

with the national! army contingent
from Jamestown, N. Y.

ORIOLES SI!GN CRANE.

Bam Crane, who fizzled as a short-
stop with the Griffmen, has signed
with the Baltimore Orioles, but
whether or not he wid be abla to
play depands upon what Uncle Bam
does with the national game.

WILL PLAY MEDICS.

The Company ¥ team, 004th Engl-
neers, Washington Barracks, will
play the Army Medicos tomorrow af-

lsutenant In the army

tarncon at the

RACE TODAY
FOR SECOND BERTH

Nary Yard League fans are looking
forward to a great battle for second
place honors today whenm Toal and
Miscellansous and Torpedo teams
take ‘the fleld )

Cloffeps drew away from thase
teams by half & game yesterday when
Phil Buscher pitched his team to an
8-t0-2 victory over the Ordnance
team. Bumscher made it slaven wins
for his team, which has besn de-
feated six times this season

Tool and Miscellaneous players are
behind the leadars snd 8 second
‘plm:i‘l.lhl ‘l'!;c;'il.l and seven de-

¢ the Torpedoes have won
.:ﬁ and lost seven. by

Camp Melge men are getting rMy
for their tight games of Saturday and
Bunday. Melgn players ran op &
count of 20 to 1 on the Navy Yard
Marines yasterday, whanging the ball
all over the nld Patterson traeb

Sixteen Rits were registered by the
soldlers, of which McNamee got three
out- of three trips up. Dave Rock-
ford allowed the Marines five hits
and struck out seven batters.

Saturday the Marines play the
Army Medicos, and on Sunday they
will take on the Quantico Marinen
The Army Medicos will be piayed at
American League Park for the benefit
of the.D. A. B Red Cross wool fund.

What team will give the Fherwoods
a Sunday game? Martin H. Kinsf nger,
mAnager, ean be reached at Twenty-
second and Bryant streets northesst,
or Phene Lincoln 2852. The Sher.

bhave reorganized Iately, al-
though they have lost their Jast threo
FLmes

=T -

The Coast Artillery team. of East
Potamae Park, handed the Ordnance
uing a 8-to-1 licking yesterday. The
C. A. C. team is still looking tor op-
povents.

Lyons and Lanche hooked up In the
Engineers-Aggies battle in the De.
partmental League yeaterday, and
Lyons came through with a B-to4 vic-
tory, It was the recond time Tunning

that the Bridgebuilders put the
quietys on the Aggies.
he was not at his best, as he

hit n battar, walked four and allowed
ten hite. His suppert was not of the
bast. :

Jos Gledel, manager of the Claren-
4don team. 1s of the opinion that he has
one of the beat nines in the ecity. Gie-
bel has gotten savera! atrong pitchers
and expecta to have Ernie Bchaefer
fn the box In the next start the Clar
endon team makea.

Giabel would welcome a series with
the Cardinals, and axpects to open ne-
gotiations with the Alexandria men
shortly,

“REDS” FLEMING JOINS
FAMOUS “DEVIL D0GS”

PEILADELFHIA, July %4-—Among
the men enlisted yesterday was
“Rads™ Fleming, of Tyrone one af
the bast college and profassional foots
ball players in the country. In ¥4,
while on the Washington and Jeffer-
son eleven he was picked as one of
the All-American half-backs. Laler he
played om the Mublenberg College
eleven and then wus manager of the
Massillon (Ohle) professionn! team,
rated as the best proféssional teath
In the country. Tts greatest rival
was the Canton elaven, cpached by
Jim Thorpe, the groat Indian athlets

Flaming wntll & week ago was a
stodent at Cornell University, whers
he was taking the aviation course
However, he declared ha tired of In-
action and wanted to got “over there™
in & hurry as he enlisted with the
“Devil Doge."”

POLICE WILL PLAY.

Some time in September the Police
Department bassball team will play
a representative team from the Home
Defensea Leagus. Bergeant Mike
Ready, of No. 11 precinct, has been

[.mma ‘out 1o

with us to see last Sunday’s victory
He told us many things. - He knew as

he had & most refreshing point of view.
road, a Central High School boy, who was told by Coach Metsler last
spring that he “ought to put some meat on his bones and then he might
make good on the school nine.” Just now Benny is trying to “put some

meat on his bones,” without much
“] dom't koow "~ much aboutl base-
tall™ said Benny MNMeush, Lthe four-
tesn-year-old baseball nut, “but what
1 do know T've lsarned from watch-
ing the big leaguera play. 1 think
that's the best way, too, dom't you?
If a player makes a mistzks, and
you're watching it, you can then see|
what he should have done. |
“Yea, [ read all I can about base-|
ball mnd papseball players and them 1

the gpames
playefs 1°vead absut db what I read

Lthey Mo, . MRybe, when 1 get bigger

and sironger, I can play on Mr. Metz-|
ler's téam at Central™ |

Banny s a hopeful ecunms, too, re-|
garding the future of baseball Ha]'
thinks It will always go on and on
and on. !

“If they stop the leagues mow.” he|
remarked, “and theén start up agaln
aftar the war, the players will be
just the same boys that I am mnow,|
won't they? I mean that many boys,
who are now fourteean years old will
be in the big leaguea then when they
start all over again"™

Benny musad a while and then|
sald, “Ges, I'd -like to be big and
sirong enough t6 play 1h the big|
Jpagues. 1 wonder what I'll read
about when they stdp bssebmil™

And_all over this great broad land'
pf ourg are thousands just ke Benny |
Mensh: thousands of yovunguters and'
thousands of oldsters, wondering
what they'll resad about when the big
leagues go out of commission. And
even "over there™ are thousands of
strong men, belog tried In the fur-
nace of war, who will wonder what
they'll read about when biaseball sus-
pendd, If It Goen suspend.

Where Benay Loses,

You'll notice that we “took™ Benny
to Sunday's game. That's whers we
tad something on Beany, for we lived
in a time when nobody took four
teen-yesar-old boys to major league
games. BHut we kids saw the games
just the same. Couldn't keep us out

Doubtlesa, like many of my read-
ers, 1 was ona of the “knot-bhole
gang” and the “fence climbern™ and
the “morning shaggerse™ It took the
same love of baseball as shown by
Benny Mensh to be a mamber of the
srmy of “shaggers”

Reporting at the ball park at 9:30
in the morning, we chased line drives
and looping flesa until the big
loaguers grew tired. Then we
cleaned up the bleachers, removing
every scrap of paper and peanut
shell. Then we loafed behind first
base or third base, keeping out of
the groundkeeper's way lest he take
a sudden disliks to our locks, until
the fans cama trooping In., Then we
sat among the men and rooted for
the home team.

Lunch?T Not a blt. We didn't care
much even whether we had any din-
ner. i

Ah, What An Experience!

Onca, I recall [ lay on a aix-loch
plank, surrounded by water, beneath
ths grandstand of the old Boston Na-
tional League band box, with my eye
glued to a knothole Immediately be-
hind Marty Bergan, or was it Fred
Lake or Jack KEyan? That's soms
days back, and I'm mot positive who
was catching. But I knew Kid
Michols was pitching. |

Reporting te “0ld Man™ Haggerty,
ons of the most famous of old-time
groundkeepers, the information cames |
that the “morning shaggers™ wers
all mustered In. But the fence was!
bandy. Barbed wire tore hands and|
short trousers, but what was that for|
an opportunity to slip In under Lhe
grandstand whers barrels and boxes
and things were Kept?

To keep out of sight of Haggerty|
and his crunel henchmen. it was abdb-
polutely mecessary to crawl into the
darkness right up against the fromt
wall of the grandstand. Thes plank!
wan discovered. shoved out goross the
dirty water and found Jjust big!
enough for a small boy inteat on

appointed coach and manager of u;-’.'oeln‘ the baseball game,

toam.

Once when the catcher chased &

LOOKING *EM
————— By LOUIS A. DOUGHER :

Baseball is sorely ill, but baseball will not dis. The old fan is just
as young as the youngest is old. We took s fourteen-year-old

to ses nuT

OVER

youngstar
of Ed Matteson over Eddie Cicotte
much about the game as we did, and
He is Benny Mensh, of Cntario

Why Not Tell Us
Your Tale? |

paper on the subject, “How I
Got In That Day.” Send it to
tha Sporting Editoer of The
Times and hell print it
Whether it was in South Bend
or New York, in Lewiston or
Oklahomsa City, tell us all that
great experience. We're wail-
ing. »

foul ball to the stand, only a mirasle
kept him from seeing that small
boy's eye staring up at hla from
that knothole, Gee, that was an ex-
periance never eanjoyed by Huekle-
bearry Fion or Tom Sawyer. You ses,
they didn't liva In a big Teague town,

But gone are those daya. No such
opportunity is offered the small boy
today, and baseball has npot bene
fted, elther, by the change.

OLD PRINCETON STAR
DIES OF PNEUMONIA

Garreit Cochran, captaln of the
Princeton football elevens of 98 and
%7 and one of the greatest ends ouri
ssen in cellage football, (s dead of!
pneumonia contracted In the line of
duty while sarving with General Per-
shing’s army in Franca Cochran was
a liegtenant In the Pennsylvania
guard when the eall to the colors
CADa

In his football days Llsutenant
Cochran was an intimate friend of the
late Johnny DeSaulles, the Yale quar-
terback. His home was in Willlames-
port. Pa

RED 80X GO WEST.

BOSTON, July 24—The Boston Red
Sox left ygsierday for Detrolt, where
they ara due to open & series today.
Manager Barrow sald that hs would
continue to play out the regular
arh;:ule until ordered to disband the
teaim.

DREW LARGE CROWD.

TORONTO, July 24—The Pitts-
burgh Pirates defeated the Brookiyn
Dodgers In an exhibition game here
yesterday by an olght-inning rally, 5

2 In that frame the Pirates
scored four runs on four solid drives,
A large ocrowd, Including many comn-
valescont soldiers, saw the game.

STAR BOXERS IN SHOW.

PHILADELPHIA, July 24 —Eight
well-known boxers will appear In
next Tueaday's blg show at Shide
Park. Battling Levinsky meets Harry
Grebd, Sam Langford engages Jack
Thompaon, “Irish™ Patsy Cline mingles

with Willle Jackson, and Jack Bﬂl-‘

ton facea Soldler Bartfisld

SUBURBAN LEAGUE -
CLUBS MUST

=
o
L

)
Word bas gone out from tennis
headquarters In the Suburban Tesais
League that all postponed
must be played off bafore
or they will met be countid In the
tinal standing. .
Bacretary Lorin Nalson, of the el
cult, deciares that while many of the
league teams have compieted a part
of their program, they have so IaF
falled to complets all sngagementa '’
Racquet Club won all seven of &8
matches with the Argyia
Club. Princeton is five ln on ha
Holmead Club, snd will probably res

burch on postponed matches. ™

The rain of Esturday a weik age
knocked ths schedule galley west, and
for this reason the teams have Desd
unable to get together. Many of the

Suburban League players are oo o8

of the Departmental eLagus teams,

and as these orgunisations play twies

& week It has been difficult for the -

players to get together. e -
Secratary Nelson promises to hawe

all matches straightaned out by Satams ~

day moroing.

Treasury has won slght matches and -
dropped but tweo o the Departmestsl »
Tennia League. Ship
plarFers wars able to get but on
match of the acheduled five playsd =
yesterday on the Princeton eouria

Interior Ia still at the top of the
league with five wins and po loasem
All teams have played at least one
match in the league now. Tomorraw
Jumtice Trada and Interatate will taies
the courts.

Today several postposed matched
of the Princeton-Euclid series will be
rug oft. Princeton will probably have
saveral Western High Schoal young-
stars after this waek. Frank Tayles;
Bverett Burke, and Wade Hegvy haw
sent in their names to Secretary Nal-
son.

Ben Price, of Racquet Cluband Jask
Dudley, of Princeton, who are rivals
in elagles for thelr Buburban Leagwe
cluba, are playing for Treasury, and
have won two matches on the No 1
team.

An effort Is baing made to have
Ichiya Kumagas come hare after his
play In tha pational singles chame
plonships next month. Ths Japanese
mArvel was slatad td appear here last
saason, butl accompanied the galaxy of
tennis stars Weat when they toured

home to the Pacifie coast.

THEY WANT GAMES.

Yankse Junfors. Willlam Bariom. masages,
&1 [ strest sorthwest

H. Rinstnger, masager,

Fharwoods, Martis
Tweity-secoad and Brrant streets nocthwest.

Poiles Department. Sargt Mibe Ready, Na
Ul precinct, Anaccstia, D. C. ;

Disbursing Seetion, Darby, managsr, Avias
unmm' 113 D strest northeast.
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